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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: pre-amble should 
end with a ":". Appropriate correction is required. 

2. Claims 2-10 are objected to because as being dependent from objected 
dependent claim 1 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application 
for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United States and was published 
under Article 2 1 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e)(EfF. Filing date of foreign 
application 2/28/2003) as being anticipated by Benowitz et al . (U.S pub. 2003/0236847) (Eff. 
filing date of provisional application 6/19/2002). 


As to claim 1, Benowitz et al . teaches a system for blocking email messages sent over a 
communications network to a recipient (see abstract and paragraphs 8 and 27), comprising: 
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a recipient message handler for receiving email messages from senders (see figure 1 A, 
character 18, figure 5, character 158 and figure 7, character 312), 

at least one recipient permitted sender database (PSD) for storing sender information 
associated with senders authorized by the recipient (see paragraph 87), 

at least one recipient group Permitted Sender Database (PSD) for storing sender 
information associated with all members of a recipient group of which the recipient is a member 
(see paragraph 85 and 87), and 

a validation processor for comparing sender information in an email message received 
from a sender with corresponding sender information stored in the recipient PSD and the 
recipient group PSD (see abstract and paragraph 8, 10, 87, 91, 93, and 102), 

whereby when sender information in an email message sent by a sender matches 
corresponding sender information stored in the recipient PSD or the recipient group PSD the 
email message is forwarded or made accessible to the recipient, otherwise the email message is 
not forwarded or made accessible to the recipient (see abstract; figure 1 A, character 16 and 20; 
figure 7, character 208; and paragraph 8, 10, 87, 91, 93, and 102). 

As to claims 2 and 12, Benowitz et al . teaches wherein when the sender information in 
an email message sent by a sender does not match corresponding sender information stored in 
the recipient PSD but does match sender information stored in the recipient group PSD, the 
sender information is added to the recipient PSD(see figures 7 and 9). 
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As to claims 3 and 13, Benowitz et al . teaches wherein the sender information comprises 
a sender email address (see paragraphs 6, 8, and 28). 

As to claims 4 and 14, Benowitz et al . teaches wherein the sender information comprises a 
sender message handler Internet Protocol (IP) address (see paragraphs 28-29). 

As to claims 5 and 15, Benowitz et al . teaches wherein when the sender's message 
handler internet protocol (IP) address does not match the message handler internet protocol (IP) 
address previously associated with that sender, the sender's message is held (see paragraphs 28- 
29). 

As to claims 6 and 16, Benowitz et al teaches wherein when sender information in an 
email message sent by a sender does not match corresponding information stored in the recipient 
PSD or the recipient group PSD the email message is held for a preset hold interval and a 
message is sent to the sender with directions for completing a permission request form for 
submission to the recipient (see figure 1 A, characters 20, 22, 24 and figures 7, characters 306, 
308, 314, and 316). 

As to claims 7 and 17, Benowitz et al . teaches wherein where the recipient does not add 
the sender to the recipient PSD before the preset hold interval expires, after the preset hold 
interval the sender's email message is automatically deleted (see figure 7, character 330 and 
paragraphs 7-8, 12, and 34). 
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As to claims 8 and 18, Benowitz et al . teaches wherein where the recipient does not add 
the sender to the permitted sender database the sender's email message is deleted (see paragraphs 
7-8 and 25). 

As to claims 9 and 19, Benowitz et al . teaches wherein when the recipient adds a sender 
to the recipient PSD an email message is automatically sent to the sender notifying the sender of 
the addition of the sender to the recipient PSD (see figure 7, characters 304, 3 14-334 and figures 
9, characters 402-420). 

As to claims 10 and 20, Benowitz et al . teaches wherein an email message is 
automatically sent to the sender notifying the sender of the refusal to add the sender to the 
permitted sender database (see paragraphs 102 and 106). 

As to claim 11, Benowitz et al . teaches a method of blocking email messages sent over 
a communications network to a recipient (see abstract and paragraphs 8 and 27), comprising the 
steps of: 

a. storing in a recipient PSD sender information associated with senders authorized by the 
recipient (see paragraph 87), 

b. storing in a recipient group PSD sender information associated with senders authorized 
by at least one other recipient group member in a recipient group of which the recipient is a 
member (see paragraph 85 and 87), 
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c. receiving an email message from a sender (see figure 1A, character 18, figure 5, 
character 158 and figure 7, character 3 12), 

d. comparing sender information in the email message received from the sender with 
corresponding sender information stored in the recipient PSD and the recipient group PSD (see 
abstract and paragraph 8, 10, 87, 91, 93, and 102), and 

e. forwarding the email message to the recipient only if the sender information in the 
email message matches the corresponding sender information stored in the recipient PSD or the 
recipient class PSD (see abstract; figure 1A, character 16 and 20; figure 7, character 208; and 
paragraph 8, 10, 87, 91, 93, and 102). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Belix M. Ortiz whose telephone number is 571-272-4081 . The 
examiner can normally be reached on moday-friday 9am-5pm. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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